
Obituary: Jörg Kleine- Tebbe

Dear colleagues and friends,

OnthefifthofJanuary2023,ouresteemedcolleague,outstanding
mentor, and good friend Prof.Dr. JörgKleine-Tebbe passed away
peacefullysurroundedbyhisfamilyandclosestfriends.Jörghada
long and illustrious career inmedicine.He studied at theMedical
Faculty of the Free University of Berlin. Following his specializa-
tion inAllergy (1986–1991) at theAsthmaOutpatientClinic (Free
University of Berlin), he joined the faculty at the Johns Hopkins
Asthma & Allergy Center in Baltimore from 1991 to 1995 as a
VisitingScientistandInstructorinMedicine.Afterthisscientifically,
but also personally and musically important transatlantic experi-
ence,JörgKleine-TebbebecameSeniorResidentandLectureratthe
DepartmentofDermatologyandVenereologyinLeipzig.Since2002,
hededicatedhimselftoallergypatientsintheAllergyandAsthma
CentreWestend (AAZW) inBerlin togetherwithGertKunkel, his
previousmentor,andothercolleaguesformorethan20 years.

Hepursuedhisacademic interests includingpassionateteaching
ofnumerousmedicalstudentsandbecameanextraordinaryprofes-
soratCharitéMedicalUniversityBerlin2017.Jörgcombinedscience
and its practical implementation in an exemplary and captivatingly
enthusiastic manner, contributing to his internationally and nation-
ally outstanding reputation.His research interest startedwith aller-
gen characterizationusing thebasophil histamine release assay and
theroleofthehistamine-releasingfactor inLarryLichtenstein'sand
SusanMacDonald's laboratories in Baltimore. His broader interests
included early works on allergen immunotherapy with its various

formsofapplication,allergens,andprotocols,aswellawiderangeof
publicationsoncomponent-resolveddiagnostics.Hewasamongthe
firsttorecognizethepotentialofthisnewmethodologyandtirelessly
broughtclarityintotheoften-complexinterrelationshipsofmolecular
allergologyforcliniciansandparticularlyyoungandaspiringallergists.
Hecreatedformatstoinvolveyoungcolleaguesinhisfascinationfor
allergy,and joinedand lednumerousexpertcommitteesdeveloping
guidelines,textbooks,andpracticalguidance.

Fordecades,heactivelysupportednationalandinternationalal-
lergysocietiesandorganizations—tonamesome:GermanSocietyof
AllergyandClinicalImmunology(DGAKI),forexample,coordinating
the firstguidelineof specific immunotherapyandbeing thepresi-
dentoftheGermanAllergyCongressin2016inBerlin;EAACI,for
example,aschairandmemberofinterestgroups,memberofscien-
tificprogramcommitteesandchairandspeakeroftheInternational
SymposiumonMolecularAllergy.Unforgottenarehisengagements
as an excellent jazz pianist at the AnnualMeetings of the EAACI
(1989Berlinand2004Amsterdam).HeroutinelyattendedAAAAI
meetings,whichgavehimtheopportunitytokeepintouchwithnu-
merouscolleaguesandfriendsfromhis time inBaltimore.Besides
his professional versatility, Jörg was always a highly appreciated
speaker,teammember,andguestenrichinganykindofmeetingwith
hisenthusiasm,creativity,musicality,andlightness.

WithJörg,wearelosingagreatcolleaguewhodedicatedhimself
withextraordinarypassiontoallergy—wethankhimfromthebot-
tomofourheartswith thehighestappreciationandour thoughts
goouttohisfamily,friends,colleagues,andmanyotherpeoplewho
accompaniedhim.
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