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Schleiermacher on Eschatology 
and Resurrection

BERND OBERDÖRFER

Eschatological scepticism abounds. The German New Testament scholar 
Gerd Lüdemann (just to name an extreme example) found it ridiculous to as­
sume that one day all people who have ever lived on earth will be gathered on 
a renewed earth; it will be a bit overcrowded and narrow then, he concluded 
ironically. One might find it ridiculous as well that an academic theologian 
dares describe the Christian hope in that simplistic way. On the contrary, a 
well-reflected Christian piety and theology did and does not show such a 
naive realism.

There has always been an awareness that in eschatology we face the 
hermeneutical and epistemological problems of theology in a particularly 
dense and intensive form. In eschatology, we not only have to deal with the 
regular hermeneutical problems of religious language that result from the 
categorical distinction between Creator and creature, but we also have to take 
into consideration the difference between the present state of the world and a 
future state of complete fulfillment. This complete fulfillment may not be 
conceived as an immanent, entelechical development of the world itself but 
rather as a work of God. Nevertheless, it has to be conceived as the realization 
of the essential destination of the world.

Continuity and Discontinuity

How can such a state of perfection be imagined? There must be elements of 
continuity between this and that state of the world, but an elementary disconti-
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