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M A G A Z I N

T R E A S U R E  T R O V E

T o p  1 0 R e a s o n s  f o r  b e i n g  A m e r i c a n

1 . Y o u  c a n  h a v e  a w o m a n  P r e s i d e n t  w i t h o u t  e l e c t i n g h e r .

2 . Y o u  c a n  s p e l l  c o l o u r  w r o n g  a n d  g e t a w a y  w i t h  i t .

3 . Y o u  c a n c a l l  B u d w e i s e r  b e e r .

4 . Y o u  c a n  b e  a c r o o k  a n d  s t i l l  b e  P r e s i d e n t .

5 . I f  y o u  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  y o u  c a n  b e  e l e c t e d t o  d o  a n y ­

t h i n g .

6 . I f y o u  c a n  b r e a t h e  y o u  c a n g e t a  g u n .

7 .  Y o u  c a n  i n v e n t  a  n e w  p u b l i c  h o l i d a y  e v e r y  y e a r .

8 . Y o u  c a n  p l a y  g o l f i n t h e  m o s t  h i d e o u s  c l o t h e s  e v e r  m a d e

a n d  n o b o d y  s e e m s  t o  c a r e .

9 . Y o u  g e t  t o  c a l l  e v e r y o n e  y o u ' v e  e v e r m e t " B u d d y " .

1 0 .  Y o u  c a n  t h i n k  y o u ' r e t h e  g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n  o n  e a r t h .

1 1 .  W h e n  y o u ' r e  n o t .

1 2 .  A t  a l l .

T o p  1 0 R e a s o n s f o r  b e i n g I t a l i a n

1 . I n - d e p t h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b i z a r r e p a s t a  s h a p e s .

2 . U n e m b a r r a s s e d t o  w e a r  f u r .

3 . N o  n e e d  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  t a x  r e t u r n s .

4 . G l o r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y . . .  w e l l ,  u n t i l  a b o u t  4 0 0 A D .

5 . C a n w e a r  s u n g l a s s e s  i n s i d e .

6 . P o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y .

7 . F l e x i b l e  w o r k i n g  h o u r s .

8 .  L i v e n e a r  t h e  P o p e .

9 . C a n  s p e n d  h o u r s  b r a i d i n g g i r l f r i e n d ' s  a r m p i t  h a i r .

1 0 . C o u n t r y  r u n  b y  S i c i l i a n  m u r d e r e r s .

T o p  1 0 R e a s o n s f o r  b e i n g  F r e n c h

1 . W h e n  s p e a k i n g  f a s t  y o u  c a n  m a k e  y o u r s e l f  s o u n d  g a y .

2 . G e t t o  e x p e r i e n c e t h e  j o y o f  w i n n i n g  t h e  W o r l d C u p  f o r

t h e f i r s t  t i m e .

3 . Y o u g e t  t o  e a t  i n s e c t f o o d  l i k e  s n a i l s  a n d f r o g s ' l e g s .

4 . I f t h e r e ' s a  w a r  y o u  c a n s u r r e n d e r r e a l l y  e a r l y .

5 . Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  r e a d t h e s u b t i t l e s o n  t h o s e  l a t e  n i g h t

f i l m s .

6 .  Y o u  c a n t e s t y o u r  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s i n  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s

c o u n t r i e s .

7 . Y o u  c a n  b e  u g l y a n d  s t i l l  b e c o m e  a f a m o u s  f i l m  s t a r .

8 . A l l o w G e r m a n s  t o m a r c h u p a n d d o w n y o u r  m o s t

f a m o u s  s t r e e t  h u m i l i a t i n g  y o u r  s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l p r i d e .

9 . Y o u  d o n ' t h a v e t o  b o t h e r  w i t h t o i l e t s ,  j u s t  p i s s  i n t h e

s t r e e t .

1 0 . P e o p l e  t h i n k y o u ' r e  a  g r e a t l o v e r  e v e n  w h e n  y o u ' r e  n o t .
T o p  1 0 R e a s o n s f o r  b e i n g S p a n i s h

1 . G l o r i o u s  h i s t o r y  o f  k i l l i n g  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  t r i b e s .

2 . T h e  r e s t  o f  E u r o p e  t h i n k s  A f r i c a b e g i n s  a t  t h e P y r e n e e s .

3 . Y o u g e t y o u r  b e a c h e s i n v a d e d  b y  G e r m a n s ,  D a n e s ,  B r i t s ,  

e t c .

4 . T h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  c o u n t r y i s  a l r e a d y i n v a d e d  b y  M o r o c ­

c a n s .

5 . E v e r y o n e e l s e  m a k e s c r a p  p a e l l a  a n d  c l a i m s  i t ' s t h e  r e a l

t h i n g .

6 . H o n e s t y .

7 . O n l y s u r e  w a y  o f  b e d d i n g  a w o m a n  i s  t o  d r e s s u p i n

s t u p i d ,  t i g h t  c l o t h e s a n d  r i s k  y o u r  l i f e  i n  f r o n t  o f  b u l l s .

8 .  Y o u g e t  t o  e a t  b u l l ' s  t e s t i c l e s .

9 . G i b r a l t a r .

1 0 .  S u p p o r t e d A r g e n t i n a d u r i n g  t h e  F a l k l a n d s  w a r .

T o p  1 0  R e a s o n s f o r  b e i n g  E n g l i s h T o p  1 0  R e a s o n s f o r  b e i n g  G e r m a n

1 . T w o  W o r l d  W a r s  a n d  o n e  W o r l d  C u p  d o o - d a h ,  d o o - d a h . 1 .

2 . W a r m  b e e r . 2 .

3 . Y o u  g e t  t o  c o n f u s e  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c r i c k e t . 3 .

4 . Y o u  g e t t o  a c c e p t  d e f e a t g r a c i o u s l y  i n m a j o r  s p o r t i n g

e v e n t s .

4 .
5 .

5 . U n i o n  J a c k  u n d e r p a n t s . 6 .

6 .  W a t e r s h o r t a g e s g u a r a n t e e d  e v e r y s u m m e r . 7 .

7 . Y o u  c a n l i v e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d i m a g i n e  y o u  a r e  s t i l l  a  w o r l d

p o w e r .

8 .
9 .

8 . B a t h i n g  o n c e  a  w e e k  w h e t h e r  y o u  n e e d  i t  o r  n o t .

9 .  D i t t o  c h a n g i n g  u n d e r w e a r .

1 0 .  B e a t s  b e i n g  W e l s h .

1 0 .  I n - b u i l t  s e n s e  o f  p a c i f i s m .
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M A G A Z I N

TR E A S U R E  TR O V E

2  I  11̂ 1
REASURE TROVE

Xenophobia
Top 10 Reasons for being Indian
1. Chicken Madras.
2. Lamb Passanda.
3. Onion Bhaji.
4. Bombay potato.
5. Chicken Tikka Masala.
6. Rogan Josh.
7. Popadoms.
8. Chicken Dopiaza.
9. Meat Boona.
10. Kingfisher lager.

Top 10 Reasons for being Irish
1. Guinness.
2. 18 children because you can't use contraceptives.
3. You can get into a fight just by marching down some­

one's road.
4. Pubs never close.
5. Can use Papal edicts on contraception passed in the 

Second Vatican Council of 1968 to persuade your girl­
friend that you can't have sex with a condom on.

6. Mo one can ever remember the night before.
You can kill people you don't agree with, and get away 
with it -  scot free!

8. Stew.
9. More Guinness.
10. Eating stew and drinking Guinness in an Irish pub at 3 

in the morning after a bout of sectarian violence.

Top 10 Reasons for being Canadian
1. It beats being American.
2. Only country to successfully invade the US and burn its 

capital to the ground.
3. You can play hockey 12 months of the year, outdoors.
4. Only country to successfully invade the US and burn its 

capital to the ground.
5. Where else could you travel over 100 miles of fresh 

water in a canoe.
6. A political leader who will admit to smoking pot and 

his/her popularity ratings will rise.
7. Only country to successfully invade the US and burn its 

capital to the ground.
8. Kill grizzly bears with huge fuck-off shotguns and cover 

your house in their skins.
9. Own an Eskimo scheme.
10. Only country to successfully invade the US and burn its 

capital to the ground.

Top 10 Reasons for being Australian
1. Know your great-grand-dad was a murdering bastard 

that no civilised nation on earth wanted.
2. XXXX Lager.
3. Dispossess Aborigines who have lived in your country 

for 40,000 years because you think it belongs to you.
4. Annihilate England every time you play them at cricket.
5. Tact and sensitivity.
6. Bondi beach.
7. Other beaches.
8. Liberated attitude towards homosexuals.
9. Drinking cold lager on the beach.
10. Having a bit of a swim and then drink cold lager on the 

beach.

(Quelle: http://www.mrwoo.demon.co.uk/humour/xenophobia.html)

Possible classroom procedure
Step 1: Distribute the ten national lists to ten 

pupils/pairs/groups so that each of them repres­
ents one country.

Step 2: Pupils read their lists looking up new words in a 
dictionary (or asking the teacher) and figuring out 
the cultural background of their items.

Step 3: They prepare a speech describing their country 
which is based on their lists.

Step 4: One after the other delivers his/her speech with­
out revealing their identity. The other classmates 
have to guess the nationality of the speaker.

Step 5: The ten lists are given to all pupils. Details are ex­
plained; examples to illustrate certain statements 
are looked for; the satire is worked out; the reasons 
why some lists are incomplete or repetitive are 
discussed; those lists may be completed.

Step 6: As the lists above contain lots of negative features 
pupils are asked to produce a list of positive na­
tional traits.

Step 7: A final discussion on xenophobia, prejudices and 
cliches takes place.

Engelbert Thaler
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