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Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung soll gemäß den Vereinten Nati-
onen dazu befähigen, in einer globalisierten Welt aktiv, eigenverant-
wortlich und verantwortungsbewusst die Zukunft zu gestalten. Dazu 
zählt neben einem sorgfältigen Umgang mit der Erde und ihren Ressour-
cen auch die Gestaltung einer friedlichen und gerechten Gesellschaft. 
Dass auch Bildungsmedien zu BNE einen erheblichen Beitrag leisten 
können, machen die Beiträge dieses Bandes deutlich. Darin befassen sich 
Wissenschaftler*innen unterschiedlicher Disziplinen aus zahlreichen Län-
dern mit Perspektiven auf Nachhaltigkeit in historischen und aktuellen 
Bildungsmedien, sowohl für die Schule (etwa Fibeln oder Geographie-
bücher) als auch für die außerschulische Bildung (z.B. edukative Comics). 
Des Weiteren werden Medien für die Lehrkräftebildung eingeführt und 
didaktisierte Orte in der Natur (wie Lehrpfade) als Bildungsmedien vor-
gestellt. Beiträge zu einer nachhaltigen Erstellung und Distribution von 
Bildungsmedien runden den Band ab.
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Andreas Rathgeber
Vice-President for Educational Success – Teaching and  
Studies University of Augsburg

Welcome Address for the Annual Conference of the 
International Society for Research on Textbooks 
and Educational Media e. V.

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Augsburg and to the University of Augsburg.
Founded in 1970, our university traces its roots back to the former University of Education 
in Augsburg. Today, teacher education plays a central role at our institution – with around 
one quarter of our 19,000 students enrolled in teacher training programs, it represents one 
of the most significant segments of our student body. We are proud of the strong impact 
our university has made in this field, both within Bavaria and at the national level.
It is therefore a special honor for us to host this year’s Annual Conference of the 
International Society for Research on Textbooks and Educational Media e. V. (IGSBi). 
Over the next three days, you can look forward to a wide range of presentations, lively 
discussions, and excellent opportunities for networking and exchange.
Academic exchange is not to be underestimated – it is the source of inspiration, the 
foundation for questioning existing knowledge, and the breeding ground for gener-
ating new ideas.
We are especially proud to welcome this conference to Augsburg, as the Society itself has 
its origins here. It was in 1997 that the International Society for Historical and Systematic 
Research on Textbooks was founded in Augsburg under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Dr. 
Werner Wiater, then Chair of School Pedagogy and one of my “prepredecessors” in the 
role of Vice President for Teaching and Studies. Since 2002, Prof. Dr. Eva Matthes, Chair 
of Pedagogy at our university, has served as President of the Society.
Each year, IGSBi organizes an international conference. Last year, the meeting was held 
at the University of Gdańsk – this year, we are delighted to welcome scholars from many 
countries here in Augsburg.
The Society was originally established to promote interdisciplinary, historical, and system-
atic research on textbooks and to raise public awareness of their importance. In 2013, it 
was renamed the International Society for Research on Textbooks and Educational Media 
– a change that reflects the growing role of digital and non-print media in teaching and 
learning, and an early step toward the future of education, even before the COVID-19 
crisis. At the same time, the new name emphasizes the relevance of educational media 
throughout all stages of life.
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This brings us to the theme of this year’s conference:

Sustainability and Educational Media.

Sustainability is one of the key challenges of our time – across society, science, and es-
pecially education. At the University of Augsburg, sustainability has long been a central 
topic in both research and teaching and is shaped by a broad spectrum of disciplines. 
Students, faculty, and university leadership are jointly committed to advancing sustainable 
development and bringing sustainable ideas into broader societal discourse.
We believe that universities have a unique responsibility – and opportunity – to carry 
sustainable thinking into society, particularly through research and education.
The sustainability-related efforts at our university are coordinated through our Green 
Office. As a hub for open dialogue, integration, and participation, it works to promote 
lasting change within the university community. Its work is closely aligned with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals and encompasses the areas of research, teaching, 
knowledge transfer, and campus development.
Taking responsibility for future generations – through our actions, but most of all through 
our research – is at the heart of what we do. And this responsibility also extends to the field 
of educational media. After all, education is key to shaping a more sustainable future.
Over the next three days, you will have plenty of opportunities to explore this important 
topic from multiple perspectives, to learn from one another, to engage in critical debate, 
and to forge new connections.

We wish you a stimulating conference and a wonderful stay here in Augsburg!
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