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THE LONG WAY TOWARDS THE WAY OF LIGHT:
VIA LUCIS IN GERMANY
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work remains to be done.

L. Why the Way of Light” Remained in Darkness for
so long

There seems to be somcthing elusive about
Comenius’ treatise Via lucis. Although written as
carly as 1641/42, it circulated only in manuscript as the secret reform g}g%:wrmm&
of a small (}“f‘i‘ﬁig} of friends until it was finally printed in 1668.' Even after its
publication, it would remain in the dark for a long time. Although Comenius
dedicated — and sent — Via lucis to England’s Royal Society, the society sold the
book shortly after receiving it.*> Throughout the 18" and early 19" centuries, if it
was noticed at all, it was despised as an obscure work which mingled philosophy
with theology.*

Only at the end of the 19" century did Via lucis slowly gain the attention
of scholars, until finally it was rccognised that Via lucis was the key to
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