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Cyberhate against academics = 213

there are acceptable and established methods for doing so. The public waves of
hate and personal attacks towards those whose research might question ideolog-
ical common sense or specific political views have nothing to do with legitimate
disagreement and debate. On the contrary, they subvert and undermine them,
and multiple harms can follow, not only for the individual but also for the pop-
ulation more broadly.

Now, above we have argued that target selection criteria employed by cy-
berhaters are unlikely to be random, but tend to be provided by ideologies of
wider social significance. An interesting hypothesis about why academics are at-
tacked as academics is that anti-intellectualism as an ideology is on the rise
again. Anti-intellectualism can be understood to be a general disregard or will-
ingness to attack those “who seek to show the truth in its full complexity” (Stan-
ley 2018b). Jason Stanley (2018a, 64f.) looks at anti-intellectualism as essential
to fascist politics which, as he reminds us, ‘seeks to undermine public discourse
by attacking and devaluing education, expertise, and language.’

Actually, anti-intellectualism is part of all sorts of illiberal, fundamentalist,
or populist political dynamics. As Peters (2018) works out in a research overview,
there are right- and left-wing anti-intellectual positions, there are those motivat-
ed by religion or, on the contrary, by dogmatic positivists, etc. Furthermore, the
production of so-called ‘alternative facts’ is a growing problem because where
alternative facts are taken seriously, earnest academics, with their efforts to iden-

tify the truth about complex issues, will be presented as naive, ignorant, or even
ideologically biased.

The particular character of anti-intellectualism in the era of post-truth politics is associated
with ‘strongman politics’, anti-immigration sentiments, anti-globalization and local protec-
tionism, anti-women, anti-environment and a kind of national populism that swings on
emotion and belief rather than fact, reason or argument. (Peters 2018, 6)

Stanley (2018a, 85ff.) cites various cases of state and non-state actors currently
pursuing anti-intellectual agendas, from the influential American right-wing
radio host Rush Limbaugh’s frequent condemnations of academia and science
to the Hungarian president Viktor Orban’s drastic measures against schools
and universities in an attempt to redefine the purpose of education. During
the writing of this paper, for example, the Orban regime has abolished Gender
Studies as an academic discipline in Hungarian universities.” The discipline
has been criticised by government members as undermining ‘the foundations

9 For the relation between anti-genderism, right-wing populism, and cyberhate see Hark/Villa
(2015) for the German case, and Harsin (2018) for the French case.







































